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Questions and Answers - Farmland Preservation Program
For Towns in Winnebago County that have their Own Zoning

1. What is the effective date of the new Chapter 91 Farmland Preservation?
Governor Doyle signed the revised Chapter 91 into law on June 30, 2009.

2. What did it do?

The purpose of the new law is to expand, modernize and create an effective farmland
preservation program that will preserve more agricultural land. In order to accomplish this, new
terminology and regulations, as described in this document, can be implemented when
communities revise and self-certify their zoning ordinances.

3. What will it mean for Counties?

Between 2011 and 2015, all counties will have to update their Farmland Preservation Plans.
Winnebago County must complete their plan by the end of 2011. Counties will need to update
their plan every 10 years.

4. What input will a county need from the towns in the county when it re-writes its
Farmland Preservation Plan?

County representatives will hold discussions with individual towns regarding the areas that are
designated as agricultural on their land use plan maps. Based on soils maps and other
information, town and county representatives will need to determine what land should be
identified for preservation. The Zoning Map will then implement the Town’s Land Use Plan and
the County's Farmland Preservation Plan.

5. What is the relationship between Town and County Comprehensive Plans and a
County Farmland Preservation Plan?

A County Farmland Preservation Plan must be consistent with the Town and County
Comprehensive Plans and particularly future Land Use Plans. In order for land to be preserved
for farming, it must be shown on a Future Land Use Plan as agricultural, undeveloped natural
resource, or open space. Land that is planned for nonagricultural development within 15 years
should not be preserved.

The exact language in Chapter 91.10(2) is:
“If the county has a comprehensive plan, the county shall include the farmland
preservation plan in its comprehensive plan and shall ensure that the farmland

preservation plan is consistent with the comprehensive plan. The county may
incorporate information contained in other parts of the comprehensive plan”
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